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I asked him if he had met you; he said,

‘No,” but that yvou were very well
known in scientufic circles as a clever
man, The duke is a great scientist
himseif, Mr, Head, and I know he

would lHke to have a chat with youn. I
a meertain vou will be friends.”

Just at that
announced. He was a tall and hand-
some man of about five and thirty, with
the s=somewhat

1OTi.
indezeribable air of good
which proclaims the gentleman. I

looked at him with much curiosity, be-

moment the duke was|

florid complexion, blllﬂ!
eyes, and fair, curling hair of the Teu-|tWeen now and Christmas.
He was well dressed, and had the | 10 spend Christmas in the old feudal
breeding | sivle, in the old castle in Bavaria.

was a trifling one,” he said, after
a pause: “‘not more than £10.000. Frie-
deck will pay me back next week in

order to have them ready to present to|

Geraldine on her wedding dav.”

“And when.do you propose that the|
wedding shall take place?” T continued. |
“Ah, you have me there, Head: that |

is the painful part. You know what

jinterpreted my emotion. Well, that

| mattered nothing.

cannot refuse you.”
Geraldine laughed,
“Madame doubted my power to bring

| you, but 1 knew you would come, if I

my motherless girl is to me—well, the|could really see you."

dule ingists upon taking her away be-
They are¢

It

i “Suppose we

| ho

had not
chance sort of way?”

“] was going to your house. I had
intention of leaving a stone un-

met in this

is a great wrench parting from the lit- | turned. Without you my party will not

tle one but she will be havuyv. 1

ing puzzled by an intangible memory of | never met a man I took more warmly

haviag seen his face before—where and
how I could not tell.

Geraldine tripped up
brought him to my side.

“Karl,” she cried, “this is my friend,
Mr. Head. Don’'t you remember we
talked about him this morning?”

The duke bowed.

“I am glad to make your acquaint-
ance,” he said to me. “Yours is a
name of distinction in the world of sci-
ence.”

“That can scarcely 'be the case™ 1
answered, “It is true I am fond of
original research. but up to the present
1 have worked for my own pleasure
alone.”

“Nevertheless, the world has whis-
pered of yvou,” he replied. “I, too, am
fond of science, and have lost myself
smore than once in its tortuous maazes.
1 have lataely started a laboratory of
my own, bat just now other matters—"
He broke off abruptly, and glanced at
Jeraldine, who smiled and blushed.

Dinner was announced. 1 happened
to sit not far from the duke, and no-
ticed that he was a good eonversation-
alist. There was scarcely a subject
mentioned on which _he had not some-
thing to say; and on more than one oc-
casion hiz repartes was brilliant and
his remarks touched with humor. Ger-
aldine, in her white dress, with her soft.
rather sad, eyes, her manner at once
bright, sweet and timid, made a con-
trast te this astute-looking man of the
world.

T glanced from one to the other,
and an uneasiness which I could secarce-
ly account for sprang up within me.
Notwithstanding his handsome appear-
ance and his easy and courteous man-
ner, I wondered if thix man, nearly
double her age, was likely to make the
pretty English girl happy.

As dinner progressed I observed that
the duke often took the trouble to look
at me. [ also noticed that whenever
our eyes met he turned away. How
was it possible for him to have heard
of me before? Although I was a sci-
entist, my researches were unknown to
the world. 1 determined to take the
first oppeortunity of solving this mys-
- tery.

‘ Soon after 11 o'clock the gueste took
their leave, and I was just about to
foilow their example when De Brett

- asked mie to have a pipe with him in
- his smoking room. As we seated our-
o selves began to talk at

to him

opinion

said

to than Karl, Duke of Friedeck. You

can see for yvourself that the child
and | devoted to him.”
“I can,” I said. “1I will wish you

good night now, De Brett. Be assured
once again of my warm interest in all
that concerns you and Geralaine.”

I shock hands with my host, and a
moment later fcund myseélf in
street.
flat in He

Shaftesbury avenue. had

{ tomorrow,
is| to Forest Manor from the bank, and,

th-|
I called & bansom and desired |
the man to drive straight to Dufrayer's l through my veins and

| be complete. Yes, vou will come, and it

You will hear from father
He very often drives out

i all right.

if vou can, come with him, but vou will
get all particulars straight from him.
Thank you a thousand times—you have
made me a happy girl”

She waved her hand to me In fare-
well, and the brougham rolled out of
sight.

My blood was coursing quickly
my mind was

made up. Madame would not wish me

just come in and welcomed me eager-ito meet her at De Brett's house with-

iv.
“By all that's fortunate, Haéad!” he

exclaimed. ‘I was just on my way 1o
see you.”

“Theéen we have well met,” 1 an-
swered. “Dufrayer, I have come herc

on a most impcrtant matter. But first

of all tell me, have you ever heard
of ithe Dulke of Friedeck??”
“The Duke of Friedeck!” cried Du-

frayer. “Why, it was on that very sub-
jeect I wished to see you. You have, of
course, obgerved the announcement of
kis approaching marrifage in the society
papers?”

“I bave,” 1 replied. “He i3 engaged
to . Geraldine de Brett. I have been
dining at De Brett's house tonight and
met the duke at dinmer. De Bret. has
been telling me ail about him. Du-
frayer, 1 have learned to my consterna-
tion that the man was introduced to
the Jre Bretts by Mme. Koluchy. That
fact i quite enough to arouse my sus-
picions, but T see you have something
to communicate on your own account.
What is it?”

“Rit down, Head. You know, of
ecourse, that ¥ am having Madame
watehed, The Duke of Friedeck is bhe-
yond doubt one of her satellites, and I
am strongly inclined to think that (his
fs 2 new plot brewing.”

“Just my opinion,” 1 replied;
tell me what you know.”

“T was coming to see youn, for I hoped
that you right remember the duke's
name from your old afaoclauon with
the Protherhood.”

“1 do riot recall it. but names mean
rcthing. The man is handsome, and
bas the manners of a gentleman., When
he entered De Bret's drawing room 1
thought for a moment that I must have
met him before, but that idea quickly
vanished. Nevertheless, he eon&ved to
arouse my suspicions more than one
stealthy glance which he favored ine
with, even before his connection with
Mme, Koluchy was mentioned. T re-
gerd himn now as a highly suspicious
fedividual, and I fully believe he is
playing some game a little deeper than
appears,” : &

“Beyond dombt the man has plenty of
recney, and moves .in good circles,”

Dufrayer. “He i¢ known, however,
fast life., He shoots at

“but

out a strong reason. With her usual
astuteness she was using QGeraldine de
Brett as her tool in more senses than
one. T must not delay another moment
in warning the banker.

Calling a hansom I desired the man
to drive me straight to De Brett’s bank
in the city, and soon after 12 o'clock I
found myself In Grace Church street. In
a few moments the hansom turned
down a narrow lane leading into St.
Mark's court. Here I paid my driver,
and a moment later found myself in
the open space in front of the bank.
This was a cul-de-sac, but there was
another lane leading inte it also from
Grace Church street running parallel
to the one 1 had come down, and sep-
arated from it by a narrow row of
buildings, which came to an abrupt ter-
mination about fifty feet from the
houses forming the further side of the
oourt.

Well as T knew De Brett, T had not
been at the old bank for some years,
and looked around me eagerly wuntil
my eye fell upon the large brass plate
bearing the well known name. 1 en-
tered the office and, going up to the
counter, asked if Mr. De Brett were in.
The clerk replied in the affirmative and,
giving him my card, he passed through
a door into an inner rocom. The next
moment he reappeared and reguested
me to step inside, where I found De
Brett seated at a writing table, upon
which a circle of light fell from a
shaded incandescent.

“Welcome, Head,” he exclaimed, ris-
ing and coming forward with his usual
heartiness of manner. “To what am I
indebted for this wvisit? Sit

| thick fog.

| preferring to walk the greater part of!
I quickly made up | the way. I arrived at St. Mark's Court

mv mind. at the time named, and was just ap-
“I had an engagement for Thurs-(Proaching the bank when two men
lday.” 1 said, “but your word is law—I lmocked violently against me in the

One of

ever. It was the Duke of Friedeck.
Across the narrow ecourt. at the oppo-
site side from the bank, I saw a siream
of light from an open door making o
blurred gleam in the surrounding dark-
ness,
this indicated. I then
the light came from an eold-fashioned
eating house, something in the stvle of
the celebrated “Cock™ in Flect street,
As 1 stood in the shadow, the iwo men
whe had knocked against me entered
the eating house.

I returned now to the bank.
as I arrived the manager cam
me.

“Mr. De Brett was called out about
half an hour ago,” he said, “but he has
asked you to wait for him heve, Mr.
Head. He expectis to be back not later
than half-past 4.”

S |f0o0on
up to

brought me the Times, and I drew up
my chair in front of a bright fire. Now
and then semeone made a desultory
remark about the fog, which was
thickening in intensity each moment.

The time flew by: the bank had, of
ecurse, closed at 4 o'cloek; but the
cierks were busy finishing accounts
and puiting the place in order for the
night. The different tills were emptied
¢f their e¢otenfs to the great vault
where the different safes were kept
The hands of the elock over the man-
telpteec pointed to a quarter io 5, when
the sound of wheels was heard dis-
tinctly outside, and the next moment
I saw a splendidly equipped brough-
am and pair draw up outside the bhank.
A footmon dismcunted and handed the
cemmissionaire a note. This was
brought into the office. 1t was for me;
a clerk gave it to me. 1 gianced at the
writing, and saw that the letter was
from De Brett. I tore open theé envel-
ope and read as follows: “Dear Head
—I have been unexpectedly defained at
Lynn's bank in Broad street, so have
sent the brougham for you. Will you
come on at once and pick me up at
Lynn's? Please ask Derbyshire, the
manager, for the keye of the small
safe. He will give them to you after
he has locked up the strong room.
Yours, Harry De Brett.”

T turned to the manager. He was
an elderly man, with grizzled hair and
an anxious expression of face.

“Mr. De Brett wants me to bring him
the keys of the small safe,” I =aid. I
saw the man raise his brows in sur-

“That is an wnusual request,” he an-
swered: “but, of course, it must be as
Mr. De Brett hes. As a rule, either
Mr. Frome I keep the keys, as Mr.
| De Brett never cares to be troubled

letter,” 1 replied, hand-

land in a thick traveling cloak, with a Come in and let us explain Spend s

high fur collar, 1 searcely knew myself. to wyou . the advantages of be mere anxions that on g
My final act was to slip a loaded re- carrving a checking account goods than 1 are 1

volver into my pocket, and then, feel- | with us. 1 t1
ing that I was prepared for the worst, | 210 0

| them apologized |
{ but before I could make any reply van-

ished into the surrounding gfoom. I had |
| ceught a glimpse of his {eatures, how-

I erosced the court to see what |
discovered that|

I seated myself accordingly. a u)erk!

furniture in the room. I went in and

—
There was now little deubt that Mme:]is absolutely genuine. Seon after thejplied. Friedeck is one of madame's|to say, T must ask you to hear in con-jand shnrily-afh‘r b eo'clock T was s«-:n'v\] { present. I was just considering what | foctsteps going softiv dow: -
Koluchy knew herself to be in person- | great Duke of Marlborough’s wars, and | satellites, Withcut doubt, there is mis- ! fidence and with that good !‘m’lml{'thut Iv. de Brett's luxurious b.rnt_xg:..-nn. \\'nh{m,\_' next step should be, when I heard opened the cuvboard door
al danger. On the Derby day 1 had|almost immediately after the Battle of | chief ahead.” h?{.ﬂ prompted me to come to you. o the keys of the small safe in my pock- | voices and several steps ascending the lan inch, and was a1 &
thrown down the gauntiet with a ven-| Blenheim, the Austrian government| “Tyler's agents are doing theig best, My dear Head, what do you mean?” | et. i ’-tmix's. 1 saw an empty cupboard. tl‘m proceedings of the othe th
geance—her objeet henceforth would be | took possession of the Dukedom nfiand madame is closely watched.” P!"..ﬂ)’ explain yourself.” h g We went along very slowly. as the|door of which stood ajar. I made for it who ren ained or: the sc e
to put me out of the way. I lived in an | Friedeck, and until lately the f:lmilyi “Yes, but that woman could deceive am uneasy,” I continued. "very|fog seemed to grow thicker each ;nn-:;-ru,l closed the door softly behind me. !d-n\ was softly opens ) &
atmosphere of intangible mystery, | have remained m exile. It was only a|the Evil One himself,” 1 said bitierly, juneasy. I am also in a peculiar posi-|ment. Suddeniy as the coachman pilot- | As the men approached I slipped the | whispers. I couid judge b
which was all the darker and more|Year ago that the present duke re- “That is true,” answered Dufrayer,|tion, and cannot disclose the reason of {ed his way in the direction of Hl‘()a(’xll'“\(’l\'-r from my pocket and held it in jtudes that 211 three wer
horrible because it was felt, not seen. gained his rights and all the great es- | “and to show our hand too soon might |my fears. You are pleased with the|street [ began to feel a peculiar sensa- | my hand. It was probable that Frie- }w' state of nervous ex ¢
By Dufraver's advice, [ left the|tates. He was introduced to us by no|be fatal. We cannot move in this mat- | match which Geraldine is about tojtion. My head was giddy, an unusual | deck had been told of my arrival. ]f: Presently Sk o v .
bringing of this dangerous woman to |less a person than Mme. l{t\IUCh)'—jilll- I|ter u_nm we have got more circums- make. Now, I have reasons for doubt- \\‘t‘:lki}fﬁs trembled through my nerves, | 80, he }\A“Ul-l search for me, and in all | from Friedeck req 1 1 .
justice in his hands. He employed the |see you start. You have heard of her, | stantial evidence. How we are to set|Ing the Duke of Friedeck, reasons{and for the first time 1 noticed thnt}M'nhdl'lhr.\‘ lpok in the cupboard. '1']11‘~-"!3:|'.. that something had d &
cleverest and most un-to-date detec=|of course?” to work is the puzszle!” which I cannot at present disclose, but | the brougham was full of a faint, sweet | or four men at least were coming up | window The xt 01 3
tives to have her secretly "watched, and “Who has rot?" I replied. “Well,” T said, “I shall move heaven |I am bound-—yes, bound, De Brett, in|odor. Deubtless the smell of the l'--g{ih" stairs, and 1 knew that my life \\‘ilsliu,nf.»-% rates e nullin
from time to time they 1;1-.»11;;1.1 us their “Do you know her?” . |and earth in this matter. I have knn}'«'n Your girl's i.nterests-tﬂ. warn you as | l]:m prevented my observing: this at; scarcely worth a moment’'s purchase. ; etring. fo whicl ~ e v
reports. C(lue after clue arose: each “I have met her.” I said. TIf was|Geraldine since she was a child. She|to your dealings with him. : | first. The sensation of faintness grew |I had a wild feeling of regret that I|rone was attached l
clue was carefully followed but it in-| with an effort I could command the un-|is a sweet, innocent, motherless girl. De Brett looked at me through his | worse, and T now made an effort to ;u-:hzul wt summoned the policeman .in f‘i._ln“;,. rFOMOY ris soat. A
variably led to disappointing results. | governable excitement which seized|The great risk to hor_h:mplness thatzzold-rnnmed specacles with a blank ex- | tract the coachman’s attention. This [;lh" court to my aid, and then the men | har was securely faste i
Madame eluded every effort to bring a|mMme at the mere mention of this wo-|may now be hnpnn«ling is too seri"ms to|vl""--"si-‘m of amazement. luilngv!ht"r failed to do and, bm-urning:t‘-nlm"‘(l the room.. When they did T|or 5 stout rope. th .
definite charge against her. The money | IDan's name. contemplate quietly. If I had time I] “If it were any other man who spoke|seriously alarmed. I tried ti open the [breathed a sigh of relief. They talked | jhicide the window by i1
we were spending, however, was not “She dines with us next wesk,” con-|should go to Bavaria in order to find |to me in this strain,’’ he said at last.|door, but it resisted all my efforts, as|to one another as if 1 did not exist. ferates. and the duke g
entirely 'in vain. We learned that her | tinued De Brett; “a wonderful woman, | out if the duke's story is true; but in|“l belicve I should show him the door.|alse did the windows, *whieh were se- ! Evidently the waiter downstairs had Ldow sill slipped his od
infiuence and the wide rarge of her! wonderful. Her cures are marvelous; |any case, it might be well to send one | Are you aware, Head, that this i"-( a | curely fixed. The horrible feeling that | thought that my knowledge of the | ... ”“;, ,]“'. next ‘,!f
acguaintances were far beyond what | but that is after all the least part of |of Tyler’'s agents to look up the sup-|most serious allegation? You must give|I was the victim of some dastardly | password was all-sufficient, and had e into &na
we had originally surmised. Her fame | her interesting personality. She is so|posed estates.” mo your reasons for what you say.” plot came over me with force. T shout- | not troubled himself to mention my ap-|" Where he ha
as a healer, her marvelous and occult | fascinating, so wise and good-natured,| *“I will do so,” said Dufrayer. “TI cannot. do so at the present mo-led and struggled to attract attention, | pearance on the scene dois & i o i
cures, the reputation of her great | that men and women alike fall at her! “And in the meantime I shall watch,” |ment. 1 can only repeat that they ex-|and finally tried to break the windews.., One of the men went up to the lamp, | The me vemBined £
wealth and dazzling beauty increased |feet. As to Geraldine, she has taken|I said, “and if an opportunity oceurs, |ist. and that they are grave. All 1| Al in vain—the sense of giddiness|turned it on to a full blaze, and then | .} a0 the window
daily, and 1 was certain that before|an immense fancy to her.” { believe me De Brett shall have his ask of you is to use Gouble caution to|grew worse, everything seemed to whirl | placed it in the window e ‘g
Jong I should meet her in the lists. The! “Where did you first meet her?’ Iiwarning.” find out all you can about the man's!before my mental vision—the bank, De! “This will be sufficient/ for our pur- s |‘ ! o
encounter was destined to come sooner | asked. | As 1 spoke 1 bade my friend good-|antecedents—" | Brett, the keys of the safe which I had | pose.” he said, with a laugh, *“‘other-| ° ' " - " B "‘r‘,'
even than I had anticipated, and in a| “In Scotland last summer. She wasg|Dight and returned to my own house. De Brett interrupted me, rising ha\r-lin my pocket, the thought of Geraldine | wise, with the fog as thick as it is now, | ““ ot S ng .1""
manner most unexpected. staying with my old friends, the Camp-| The next few days were spent in|ily from his seat. | and her danger, were mixed up in a|the bolt might miss its mark.” i A T
It was the beginning of the following | bells, for a couple of nighte, and Frie-|anxious thougkt, but no immediate ac- “In cur, dealings one with the other.” | hideous phantasmagorie. The néxt mo-| “The thicker the fog the safer,” said | \pDFoached
November that I received an invitation [ deck was also one of the guests. If ste|tion seemed possible. Clue after clue|he said, “this is the first time in which | ment 1 had lost conseiousness. | another voice, which 1 recognized as| o I\ wes
1o dine with an old friend, Harry delis a friend of yours, Head—and 1| still arose, but only to vani.\:h 1n10l_\'uu have shown bad taste. 1 shall u’ When I came to mys=elf T found that | that of the duke. ] f""‘ quite ready, ‘ v“ ’ "i “ :
Brett. He was several years my!r:ul:u~ expect so from your manner ‘njvthin,‘.'. I \'l'l'itnn. now went into S("-I(hv duke this afternoon, and shall be|l was lying on a piece of waste ground | gentlemen, xf you are. . = 4 AT \‘“‘\ v
senior, and had recently succeeded to|will you dine with us again next | ciety without hearing Mme, .l\"'lll('h)‘sﬂumnd to acquaint him, in his and my|in the neighborhood of Putney. For one| “All right.” sa 1'l the man who had| - ; S
his father’s business in the city—an |Thursday in order to meet her? We are | Dame, and ”l.' the accounts of her were |own interests, with your communica-|or two moments I could not in the least | first spoken, “I will go across to Bell's| = 5" ol ':uvr‘ I?
old-established firm of bankers, whose | going down to my place, Forest Manow, | favorable. She was the sort of woman | tion.” {recall what had happened. Then my | and fix the rope from the bar| . " 7 TSI, BEL ,
house was in St. Mark's court, Grace |in Essex, and Madame is to stay with |0 charm the eye and fire the imagina-{  “I hope you won't do so. Remembe , | memory came back with a quick flash. | outeide the window. As the bob of the| "= T/De. (A% 0T, LA :
Church street. Only a few days pre-{us for a couvnle of nights. We expect | tion. _H"‘T personal attractions were|my warning is given in confidence.” .| “The Duke of Friedeek! The bank!|pendulum you will swing true, Drake, | " oy "_""V" ;) .
vieusly it had been announced in the|quite a large pirty, and can-give you|Some of her er-v!‘:’vS"I-“f"“‘lllll(l"~“'~ “It is not fair to give a man such 2 | Geraldine!” I said to myself. I sprang | nc fear of that. Yeou will swi "’ Y~‘ ,M.‘ e I
society papers that a marriage had|a bei—will you come?" | On the following Tuesday, as I was|warning, and then to give him no r(~n-§"‘ my feet and began a hasty examina- | etraight to the baleony, as sur 1 ' ld net rat
heen arranged between De Brett's only “] wish T could. but 1 fear it will 1,,‘6\\':1lkir‘._z down Oxford street, a hrnug— son for it.” retorted the bhanker, jtion of my pockets. Yes, my worst|thematics. Have you anythin; to] .. . g {
daughter, Geraldine, and the Duke of | impossible,” T replied. *““It is true that |Dam drew up suddenly at the pave- “I will give you my reasons.” | conjectures were confirmed, for the |ask?" al
Friedeck. a foreign nobleman, whose | know Mme. Kol hv. but”—I broke | Mment, the window was lowered, and a “When?’ | keys of the small safe were gone! | "No,” answered Friedeck. i AN Continued on Pa -
name [ had seen figuring prominently |off. “Don’t ask me any more at ””,;gir)ish.fz(w' looked eagerly out. It was “On Thursday night. Will vou ‘.,f My watch and money were intact: |read: Get yvour part of the work ) ge /.
at many a function the previous sea-|momen-. De Breit. The fact is \unr“;"ml‘“"“ ‘l"..“""”‘ , e fxan". my confidence as sacred nu'll;'h." keys alone were stolen. 1 stood |through as aquickly as vou can: yo
=on. I had known Geraldine since she | news has excited me. vou wiil say un-; “Mr. Head,” she ctried, eagerly, “you | then?" | still for 2 moment considering: then the | cannot fail to see this window with
was a child, and was glad to have an | reasonabiv.” ] | are the very man I “‘U}'L Come here, | “yaou have disturbed me considerably, | need of immediate action came over!|the hright light in it I wiil have the
opportunity of offering my congratula- De Brett gazed 2t me with ...v.mq_tl have Snm“tlnng.m say. I.’l}“‘:l‘f!:l('h“’(l:hll( I will do 0. 1 should he sorry ol me. and T made my way at once to the | lower sash open, and be ready to re- P
tions. Nness, : | her at once. “We are flf"‘:“"‘lli-" dis- | alarm Geraldine unnecessarilv. I «m | nearest railway station. I found, to|ceive ihe bolt from the erossbow with
At the appointed hour, T found my- “You have fallen under the spell .r!;l]);)('illlt"’\! " _\"tux‘“x’t-fuslni.r i Py “‘fquitr- certain you are mistaken. You |V relief, that it was only a little past | the light string attached.”
self at De Brett's beautiful house In|the most beautiful woman ir London,'™|9S ©on Ihursday,” she said. “We are|paver saw the duke until voun met him |11 o'clock. Beyond doubt, I had re-! <“All right,” answered his conicder- : s
Bayswater, and Geraldine, who was|h: said. “is that so. Head?" j making up such a delightful party. MY |at my house. |covered consciousness much sooner ate: “when the bolt reaches voun. pull lasses are what people
standing near her father, came eagerly | “You mav put it that wayv if vou father and I are going down to Forest| «phat is true. but I cannoi say any- than the villains who had planned this |in a< hard as vou can, for the rope will g L v -
forward to welcome me. She was a|like,” I said after a somewhat ",..‘,_‘-\“1"‘“ for a fortnight, in order to have|thing further now. I will explain my | ¥€r1ible plot intended. be factened to 1he light strine. The St AR are D
pretty and very young girl, with a|longed pzuse. “but I eannot explain !»lvpt.\_' of room to entertain our friends. | yc5eons fully on Thursday nizht.” | I took the next train to town &and, |crossbar is here. You have only to at- 3 e . Ay 00. BE)
clear, olive complexion, and soft, dark | mycelf tonight. Be assured. however, | J0iS IS @ personal matter with me. I| De Brett rose frem his seat. He| 0% MY way, resoived on my line of ac- | {,ch it to the rone and swing across. o :
eyes. She had the innocent and naive|of my deep interest in this w.rxir..r.-“'qk B oLua Y e personal | hage me good bve, but not with his|tion. To warn'De Brett was impracti- | well, all right, I'm off.”
manner of a school girl. She was de- | Ppay tell me anything I’“’”m AV lm“_'[m\.n-, Will you refuse’ , customary friendliness. 1 went awav, | cable, for the simple reason that he The man whose mission it was 1«6 RUSHMER
ligted to see me, and began to talk|pen to know with regard to the Duke| . 1 ]”f'k“l full into ll:u' sparkling ,“”d tn pass the intervening hours between | V&S out of town—to waste time visit- |scnd the bolt into the open window AT I i ‘
eagorly. of Friedeck.” |lovely eves of the young girl. The | then and Thursday In much anxiety. |ips Im'f,--\.‘_\.,.,- was also not to be thought | now left the room T R MAK O} }
“Come and stand ];y this \\"”]dn*\\'_ “You certainly are a sirenge fellow " color f‘-’”li" and went in her (.hf;“kg: After grave lhu‘.:l_‘ill I res »I\,“I.»if I‘”"' \,‘ ”‘A‘“Ul‘”"' ]'A:Lﬁl I‘“uhl' the bank | B e e lN Al L e set— :
Mr. Head. 1 am so glad you were able {gaid my host. “You are wearing 1t i[Sh'. tald one of her small hands for a discovered nothing fresh with regard to| » 25 1N Imminent danger, and 1 must i3 West First So
to come. | 3 > LAk L i e o O moment on mine. Friedeck to acauai o Bratt wisy | ROU lose an unnecessary moment in get- | 30th "Dhone .
{the present morment an air of quite “ B 1 . il g o ¥1 ) eck t acquaint 1 Brett with |, > . Baoth "ph
“1_want te introduce you to Karl—|,qinful mystery. However. here goes. | [ must tell Jou_ everything,” she!iha¢ T knew of Mme Koluchy, if Ger-|HD& to St. Mark's court.
the Duke of Friedeck, I mean: he will v ety L e oo "7 | continued eagerly. Of course 1 want aldine married the duke. she s] ~+1 As 1 thought over matters 1 felt more
- - ou wish tc rear ztout the duke—I| p : > il | i 1 uke, she should at| : :
be here in a minute or two.”” As she have nothing but good te tell of him .;\"n;. h]u\t ]l.ll]m\n-‘)lt ‘thi- n;\.l,\ n]).v,r l.\lf!)n::; least do 80 with her father's eves ,;M_ H;ul';‘ :'n“n;»a‘:(n that the eating ]vul;:«- g -
spoke she dropped her voice into a > i% & Pl and dahbloe now and | ojuchy—an, you have heard o T2 | ope d B 1 i 1 enens | facing the bank was a rendezvous for A C 1 E i
lmi-\vhisper: y :;:{Ui\“;‘" !11!}-!‘] ‘"']_'Y“f;‘j ‘(’\'\f"h'.’x"'l::"." ;“:;"'-N”dl(lﬂ, l“\\'hn has not?” was my cautious re- | “fh::?dl n]}“l“ltl}:}f\v 1‘1‘:; i ‘\‘,’_"l,:"'f"‘\;'fm%’ l n}\;nl;nm ‘s :nzn)nts, I hasm_\l" resolved, Onveﬂlence— DOUb'e the Day Wlth Sybtem,
“wy, G o —_— ; e s & e Sy W ly. et Sy i herefaye, to disguise myself ang o .
to ,\',_H:“:\]l:.’;(\.tg' v_.‘...'...v('j'rrx‘sg,.l ."3:,‘::":&;.‘;'(1* any serious extension. A week ago h"ll “Yes, but Mr. Head, you are con- M'(‘;# '1;1\“{: 'l:‘ ;“!:‘“”q"“ ‘!'f,'_'lg”‘”’_{h.' ‘:lu re. }?nu-h I had belonged to I,]l)',- ii-‘ - Duplicating
“] have heard of the engagement,” I |*T218ed for a loan from my bark, de-| cealing something. Madame is one of ovoka ;'rru)] r’,f""l'.i l";'f;d o 5 famous Brotherhood. 1 knew their A NeceSSIty Sadeabooks
answered, “and I congratulate vou positing :l_ﬁ security some of the most your very greatest friends; she has told || " v '4 - “”” = i "'. ,“""»p.'x;« word. By this means, if my sus- | Sales 0(,, =8 r
: : - - splendid diamonds 1 have ever seen. . S0 aunber ¢ . b London eneveloped in one of the thick-| s e ; i 1 Al Qalae
heartily. I should like much to meet | F A o fae ime so0. It is only an hour since 1 I“tt.NL fogs that had el g picions were true, 1 could doubtless | A bahk account <with the Methodical Sales
the duke. His name Is, of course, fa-| Ll¢y &ré worth a King’s ransom, and {per, She is most anxious to meet you | "% .,g“.n Al aad heen known for some | o5, admission—as for the rest, I must | Cosimdrclal National Senkis Accouating Forms
t miliar to anyone who reads the society each }'tonn is historical. He brought| g, Thursday at our house. I prom=|< ri\d - 1{ n_mx‘l. of my vision scarcel¥ | jeave it to chance. : R “nn\'-‘ni;n ;\_ ”,‘,',,l;".', —.ie ccou ng Tm
papers.” f m ‘ ‘(zii_nln_‘)lu'lr‘ away »’l‘!".h ihe estates bjced you should be there—wasn’t iti'f'"“ P, ."'-\"n“‘ : “"‘.. ,‘”'": .,{‘”ﬂ,'““r"f As soon as I reached town I drove off | i‘] i 12 -Jc -‘:J‘ : '”,‘lllf\“ o Tnphcatmg Or- ;
y . i ” , ¥ in Bavaria "and they are o be reset|pachp 9 " ade > okl | round which the soot-laden mist clung| ., oy i At e -, nelp. t insures a recom E
4 s auxious to malke your ae-|, reralding bef rask of me? Buft I made up my nHnd|i "a breathless calm at once to a theatmical agent, whose | mendation in case vou need der Books. ]
quaintance alvo.” she replied. *I told and pr.-sv-nh-n'l' to Geraldine just before that I would insist on your coming. | .h - .‘ “. o::" calm. R J | acquaintance I had already made, He it. and a fu\'m"zl;'n- ;.p mv't to 400 Ut h store
him you were coming, and he said—" lla}u wedding. { Now, you won't allow me to break ’“yzvv'\fv-d € ‘tr‘-lu-l::~ of {llf' ! '\lnl}lliki I re~| semembered me, and I explained ”;(;‘m wlo! "l'l\"i!lquil't‘l '«Ax g ah store-
she paused. ""How large was the amwount of the|word, will you?" t "l'\Xe ta S ‘f"“h” fh""m_ De Erett. | enough of the situation to induce him | Bals. SO 1 - YR 2 el keepers use my _
“But surely the Duke of ]-‘rindork}i“:”“ I asked. | “Did Mme. Koluchy really say that|_ »eet e at the bank noi later than| ¢ repnder me assistance. In a very | el W : duplicati B k
1 R - . o D¢ Brett raised his eyebrows. FHel o 9 p { 2 guarter past 4., were the few words| o - H i ’ your busimess, : uplicating ac .
has never heard of me before?’ I an-| 1 3 yebrows. . | she wished to see me?” 1 asked.  As Iiwhk-l it tained { short time 1 was metamorphozed. By | Furthermore, paying vour + A
! swered, in some surprise. evidently thought that I was infringing i put the question T felt my face turn-l So ‘" af:(m .;”".‘;*'m 3o, |a few judicious touches twenty years | bills by check is the _:i,m‘,l,.,., count system.
! “I think he has,” she replied. *“He “?{_"?l"‘ l'l‘l"'!t‘gﬁ even of an old friend. | jng pale. I looked again full at Bliss<d(‘;'i(:1' ” er n‘;l\ 1 'i""'_{’ﬁ‘lrf“"' ’“.‘;.v-c re added to my age. a wig of dark and most convenient method
was quite excited when I spoke of you. n :ltmpul'ml with the segurity the|pe Brett. It was evident that she mis. | 9€Stination, avoiding omnibuses and | pajr completely covered my own, my —and
i

your check
receipt for the debt

’ ! becomes a :
complexion was dyed to a dark olive, | it pays.

b White

I hurried forth. |
It was now between 12 and 1 in the
morning, and the fog was denser than
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ever. Few know London better than I F: . ‘
do, but once or twice in that perilous' N l B k =
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and hurting my throat, my eyes wa-
tered. When I got into the court 1
heard the steady tramp of the police-
man whose duty it was to guard the
place at night. Taking no notice of |
him, I went across the court in the di-
rection of the eating house. The light
within still burned., but dimly. Thera
was a blurr visible, nothing more. This
came through one of the windows, for
the door was shut. I tappel at the
door.

A man came immediately and opened
it. He asked me what my business
was. [ repeated the password of the
society. A change came over his face.
My conjectures were verified—I was
instantly admitted.

“Are you expecting to see a friend
here tonight?” said the man. “It is
rather late, and we are just c¢losing.”

As he uttered the words, suddenly,
like a flash of lightning. an old mem- |
ory returned to me. I have said that ¥
when 1 first saw the duke at De s
Brett’s house, 1 was puzzled by an in- |
tangible likeness Now I knew who |
the man really was, In the old days in
Naples, an English- boy of the name of
Drake was oftefl seen in madame’s
salons. Drake and the Duke of Frie-
deck were one and the same. y

“] have c¢ome - here g see Mr. 1
Drake,” 1 said, stoutly.

The man nodded. My
had found its billet.

“Mr. Drake is upstairg,” he said.
“Will you find your own way up, or
shall I announce you?”

“1 will find my own way,"”
“He is in the—"

“Room to the front—third floor,” an-
swered the man.

He returned to the dining saloon, and
1 heard the swing of the door behind
him. Without a moment's hesitation I
ascended the, stairs, The stairs and
passage were in complete darkness. I
went up, passed the first and second
stories, and on to the third. As I ap-
proached the landing of the third story
1 saw an open door and a gleam of light
in a small room which faced the court.
The light was caused by a lamp which
stood on a deal table, the wick of which
was turned down very low. Except
the lamp and table there was no other
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Wholesale Department Phomes 876, 877.
Retail Department Phones 964, 965, 966.

W. S. HENDERSON

Wholesale Grocer.

CORNER SECOND SOUTH AND THIRD WEST STS.
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Jooked around me. The duke was not
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